Captain Jim Peschong Sergeant Mike Siefkes

Officer Brian Hoefer

Officer Mike Bassett Officer Tom Duden

Officer Charlie Marti Officer Lance Worley
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1996 Midwest Police
Bike Competition

All Events Champion
10-27-1996

Officer Charlie Marti
Officer Lance Worley

Midwest Bike Competition

The Lincoln Police Bike Peatrol partici-
pated in the 1996 Midwest Bike Compe-
tition in Omaha.

Sergeant Mike Siefkes had a documen-
tary of the event recorded and meets
with then Governor Ben Nelson to talk
about policing by bike.

5 Officer Charlie Marti jumps over Sgt.
~~ ¥ Siefkes during a demonstration at the
event.

Officer Brian Hoefer and Officer Char-
lie Marti compete in the balance event.
Officers had to balance their bike for
two minutes on the small concrete

== sguares over the water in downtown
Omaha.
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" Trevis Heyirg/DN

Bicycle patroiman Mike Siefkes stands in front of awall of confiscaled driver’s licenses at the Lincoln Police Department.

Lineoln polize Tt Jim Pesekong saiil bar
owners should be pgeressive against minors
bécause the liguor cormmission highly scrofi-
nized them.

If bars viedate any of the slale’s liquor laws,
incleding serving minors, they contd be closed
ya, fined 55,000, ar, alter maltiphe
vinlations, lose their liguor licenses, Peschong
said.

The Hurricane and Montigo Bay, twe dunce
clubs downtown , closed their doors aller losing
their ficonaes last fall.

Linculn police trisd to belp downiown bars
last year by patting plain-clothe afficers in-
side, i pan 1o crack down on minoes amd Cake

The*Badgesin Bars” prograr, which lasied
fromm Oclober 1994 jo October 1995, infilirated
22 bars, he sad, Molice irmned 87 door atten-

s dants and checked more then 5,000 1Ds during

1l progran, Peschong suid.
The program nelled 79 arrcsts for erimes
rapmng from (ke 104, fphting, thell, drugs,

Gailung (ogomply witha law il onder, disturbing

. {he pesce and urinaling in public.

=

Badpes in Bars™ gave bars cxire profeclion
fronns minors wilh fakes and helped keep thom
away, Peschong said. Some nights; officers
wonll confiscate 1010 15 fake [Ds

“I 'thirk it has made stedents & litthe more
coutious,.”
As police confiseated more fakes during Lhe

program, they sol eloser 1o fSading where lhey
cume from. Peschong said.

Police came so close weatching a sudent on
the University of Nebraska-Lineoin campus
wiw was creating fakes, Peachong said, that the
torger closed his operatinn.

Using computers and copy machines, people
c:.anlmairc Take 1% easily and inexpensively, he
i,

“Modemn fechnology can make things look
better than they ever used o,

“People are really goul at i, which leads
them o belicve they can gei away with il.”

Bathroom bust.ly -

Police have many {cchnigues to find if mi-
nors are using fakes, but the best way istalking
iothem, I’c.ﬁmg said, Officers will get infor-
mation about hem and double check o soe if
s right.

Officers oflen will call a minor's parents if
thay doub: his or her e, Peschong said.

Fuor an example, Pese said if police sec
saumeone (moa bar who thay think is 2 minor
drinking, they will ask that person for an 11,

1F fhe 1D proves lo b @ fake, the officer has
amisrepresenialion of age :hm‘fn.

Palice then will remind people that they can
he arrested for providing false infommation if

they don’t tel] officers their real age, he said.

Instead of risking an additonal charge, most
mingrs tell the truth,

The s sentence for boih providing
falee information and minor in posscssion 1s
$500, three months in 211 or boch.

But not all arrests for fake 1D are that easy.
_ Sarah Thicke. s sophomore dusiness admin-
igiration awjor al UML, said she gol cought
using her fake [D— despite an attempt fo gl
away,
Thiele said she woswith triends at Woody's
Pab one night, She had taken two sips of adrink
when she saw & Lincoln police officer coming
into the bar,

Thicle went to the ladies” restroom, but
offiesr stood outsile, wailiag Tor e —

Har [riends canw: in &nid warnad her, g0 she
gave her fnke TD o onc of them,

A female officer entered shortly after and
searched ber, Thiele said. The olficer
convineed Thicle's MMend Lo surrender the 1D,
she zaid.

Thicle was arrested lor nunoe in possession
ol aleohol, misreprescaling age and providing
fale in formation.

She beught her fake 1D from a friend who
looked like her, she said.

Although Thicle went through a pre-irial
diversions program. sha said she was angry and
cimbdrrasscil & the encounter,

“I think thcre's far morz important Uhings in
Lincoln than minors in & har,”




